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The Methodist Church
BOSTON AREA

Bishop James

K.

Mathews

581 BOYLSTON STREET. BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02116

December 6, 1967

The Rev. Wm. J. Cunningham
Central Methodist Church
Decatur, Alabama
Dear Dr. Cunningham;

It was good to hear from you about the interchange Dr. Outler
and I had before the Methodist Conference on Christian Educa
tion in Dallas last month. Dr. Cutler was the speaker for the
occasion and I was to react informally. They afterwards asked
me to write down my reply. If you write to Dr. Walter N.
Vernon at the Board of Education in Nashville he will in due
course send you, I believe, a copy of Dr. Cutler’s text and my
reply.
The news reports stated only fragjnentarily my position. I
indicated that before doing away with the episcopal system,
its values and advantages might well be examined carefully.
I stated three advantages, the first one of which was worded
as follows:

(1) It is a principal guarantee of the freedom of the pulpit.
This implies a supportive role on the part of the episcopal
authorities when this freedom is exercised responsibly./*
You will note that I quote both sentences but the first cannot
go without the second. They certainly were not separated in
my thinking or in action. I take it this is exactly the problem
as you have experienced it.

I am glad that you are well placed in Alabama. Of course I
appreciated your wonderful stand at Galloway and I suppose you
read my article written at the time in which I tried to state
fairly the situation of my involvement. I know the great price
you have paid to be faithful to your commitments as a Christian
minister. May God continue to bless you.
Very sincerely yours,

James K. Mathews
JKM:r
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